
The Canadian Missionary Image 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Mother of all America and Star of the New Evangelization

This life size image of Our Lady of Guadalupe is a faithful, life-size copy of the Sacred 
Tilma (cloak) of Saint Juan Diego.  In 2001, the original tilma on display in Mexico City, 
was digitally photographed and printed on canvas using laser rays. 

One of the copies produced was given as a gift to the faithful of 
Canada by Monsignor Diego Monroy Ponce, then the Vicar General, 
Bishop of Guadalupe and Rector of the Sanctuary in Mexico City.  
He blessed the image at the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe on 
March 2, 2001 and asked that it travel in Canada in the new 
evangelization. The Image was given the official title:  

The Canadian Missionary Image of  
Our Lady of Guadalupe.  

In response to the earnest request of Pope Saint John Paul II 
that Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mother of America and Star of the 
New Evangelization,* “visit as a pilgrim of faith, each and every 
diocese, parish, ecclesial community and family in America,”** 
the Canadian Missionary Image of Our Lady of Guadalupe has 
visited many churches, shrines, conferences, prayer vigils, and 
individual family homes across the country.  The Image is 
available to come to your community too.   
*Ecclesia in America, 1999, No. 11 
**Angelus, Feb. 11, 1996 

Booking a visitation of the Image can be done by contacting 
Lucie at l_temak@hotmail.com   Lucie is a member of  
Mi Casa Ministries, Homes for Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

A speaker can also be booked to present the Guadalupan 
events of 1531, the symbolism in the Image, and what it 
means that Our Lady of Guadalupe is star of evangelization on 
the American continent.   

Email: theguadalupanrosary@gmail.com 
 

Life-size, self standing 
Canadian Missionary Image 

on tour in New Brunswick, 2008

“And the disciple took her into his home.” (John 19: 27)
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Message from  
His Eminence Norberto Cardinal Rivera Carrera,  
Archbishop of Mexico City and  
Primate Archbishop of Mexico  

To Mi Casa Ministries, Homes for Our Lady of Guadalupe Canada 

March 26, 2001 

As you continue to spread devotion to Mary, it is my prayer that through 
this dedication, more people will come to open their hearts to embrace 
the Gospel of her Son Jesus Christ.  

May Our Lady of Guadalupe continue to intercede for you so that doing 
what He tells us, the whole world may experience with great intensity the fruits of our  
Resurrected Lord.  

Wishing you a Happy Easter, I remain,  

___________________________________________________________ 

Importance of  
The Canadian Missionary Image of Our Lady of Guadalupe:  

a Testimonial  
by Graydon A. Nicholas, Supreme Director of the Knights of Columbus and  

former Lieutenant Governor of the province of New Brunswick, Canada 

I have been involved with the beautiful Canadian Missionary 
Image of Our Lady of Guadalupe since 2006. I was introduced to the 
significance of the apparitions of Our Lady of Guadalupe through my 
involvement with the Aboriginal Council of the CCCB. I have been asked 
many times to write a commentary to the monthly publication, Living with 
Christ in honour of the National day of Prayer in Solidarity with 
Aboriginal People which is celebrated on December 12th, the Feast of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe.  

 I have had the honour and graced privilege of being Our Lady’s 
chauffeur as I have taken the Image to many aboriginal and non-
aboriginal communities in NB, NS, PEI, Québec and Ontario. She has 
visited private homes, convents, monasteries and PowWows. She has 
brought comfort to those who were dying and suffering sickness. She 
has brought a peaceful presence to those waiting surgeries. She has comforted families that 
were grieving over a loss of a loved one, those whose family members have lost their way, and 
those celebrating milestones in their lives.  
 

“And the disciple took her into his home.” (John 19: 27)

Graydon A. Nicholas, Supreme Director  
of the Knights of Columbus and  
former Lieutenant Governor of NB 



 The Image has been present in spiritual gatherings at local shrines, gatherings of the 
Knights of Columbus (of which I am a fourth degree member and Supreme Director), at a 
Papal site in Moncton, NB, and family gatherings. She has been quietly present where 
abortions have taken place, next door to a Catholic family center.  She has visited children in 
parishes and private Catholic schools within the Diocese of Saint John.  She has visited nuns 
(Sisters) of many congregations in NB and PEI.  She has been present to bring 
comfort to the aboriginal survivors of the terrible Residential School experience, 
contributing to their healing journeys. 

 In my estimation, there have been close to 15,000 persons who have had 
the grace filled experience of the Missionary Image of Our Lady of Guadalupe in 
our area of Canada since 2006. The Supreme headquarters of the Knights of 
Columbus, has been very supportive of these efforts.  They have provided  
publications entitled, The Woman who Changed the Face of a Hemisphere, 
prepared by Msgr. Eduardo Chavez, in English, French and Spanish.   

 The reason, in part, which explains why I am so deeply devoted to Our 
Lady of Guadalupe is because, through her intercession, my wife received a 
healing in the summer of 2006.  It is also my firm opinion that her intercessions 
made it possible for me to be invited by the Knights of Columbus to the 1st 
International Marian Congress of the Guadalupe Festival held in Phoenix, Arizona in 2009 and 
the 2nd one held in Los Angeles, California in 2012.  I was also privileged to attend and 
participate in the International Congress Ecclesia in America under the protection of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe held at the Vatican on December 9-12, 2012.  I also have no hesitation in 
attributing the intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe to being named the Lieutenant Governor 
of New Brunswick by the Prime Minister, on September 10, 2009.  I was installed on 
September 30, 2009 for a term of five years.  I have included a copy of the Image of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe in my annual Levies since January 1, 2010. 

There are many testimonies of individuals and communities who have shared with me 
the help that they received through the intercession of our Lady of Guadalupe.  Her presence 
in the Maritimes will continue again this summer.  I will continue to be involved as long as I can 
with such a worthy and lovely enterprise. 

Journeying with the Canadian Missionary Image of Our Lady of Guadalupe has been a 
profound spiritual and graced experience.  Many have sat in silence in her presence.  Our 
Lady of Guadalupe is a woman of deep compassion and reverence.  She quietly invites us to 
follow her son, Jesus.  

The least that I and others can do is to continue to participate in her mission by being 
ambassadors of hers.  The words spoken to Saint Juan Diego (as cited in the Nican Mopohua, 
No. 87) are an invitation to do this.   

“And you, you are my ambassador; in you I place all my trust.” 

It has been a privilege to have been introduced to the story of the apparitions of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe to Saint Juan Diego (December 9-12, 1531).  I would conclude by referring 
to the words of Pope Saint John Paul II when he proclaimed the new evangelization in 
Ecclesia in America on January 22, 1999 saying this : 

Teach us to love your Mother, Mary, as you loved her.  
Give us strength to proclaim your word with courage in the work of the new 

evangelization, so that the world may know new hope. 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mother of America, pray for us! 

“And the disciple took her into his home.” (John 19: 27)

Msgr. Eduardo Chávez Ph.D.
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FROM THE EXPERT 
Eucharistic Congress, June 1, 2003 in Atlanta. 

Nowhere was “La Virgencita” more alive than within the talk of the 
culminating speaker, Father Eduardo Chávez. He is the founder and 
director of the Mexico City-based Higher Institute of Guadalupan Studies 
(Instituto Superior de Estudios Guadalupanos). 

Father Chávez and his colleagues preserve a body of work about the 
apparition, promote scientific facts and debunk myths about 
the image, and spread its message throughout the global 
Church. He gave a supercharged talk that packed the 
auditorium and captivated attendees. 

Like a majority of Atlanta’s Hispanic population, Father 
Chávez was born and raised in Mexico—where “Santa María 
de Guadalupe” might as well be the national emblem, 
arguably reproduced in arts, handcrafts and clothing as much 
as the Mexican flag. 

Shortly after Father Chávez launched his talk, he asked how many women in the audience 
were named María. Section by section, dozens of hands shot up.  “Maria means God’s chosen 
one, the illuminator, the most beloved, the most beautiful,” Father Chávez said. It is the 
loveliest name on earth, he added. An important distinction, he noted, is that Mary—in all her 
apparitions—comes not as the light but as the one who illuminates, pointing to her son Jesus. 
This sentiment was captured in her famous biblical words representing the congress’s theme: 
“Do Whatever He Tells You.” 

Father Chávez has built his institute on the 
grounds that “La Virgen de Guadalupe” is more 
than a saint, an icon or a cultural phenomenon. 
She is the object of devotion that brings people 
from all walks of life to their knees—literally. 
The Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in 
Mexico City, where the original image resides, 
generates more Catholic tourism than any 
other site, including the Vatican, Fatima 
(Portugal) and Lourdes (France), Father 
Chávez said. 
Flashing images on the screen, Father Chávez 
spoke of pilgrims, both semi and fully prostrate, 
who inch their way humbly toward the entrance in 
veneration. In one photograph he shared, a father 
crawls on hands and knees, with his toddler 
daughter following in the same fashion a couple 
of meters behind. 
Inside the basilica, the “tilma” where her image appears, a fabric woven of agave (cactus 
plant) fibers, is in mint condition. It was preserved even after spending its first 116 years with 
no protection at all. Typically, that material would have deteriorated in eight to 10 years, Father 
Chávez said. 
‘Inculturation’ Of The Gospel 
It is not only natives of Mexico who seek Our Lady of Guadalupe’s intercession. In an 
impressive torrent of photographs taken from all reaches of the earth, Father Chávez shared 

Msgr. Eduardo Chavez,  
a priest from the 
Archdiocese  
of Mexico.  
He is the founder and first  
rector of the Institute of  
Guadalupan Studies.  

“I will come to Alberta if the Knights of Columbus 
invite me. But please, not in the winter!” 

Msgr Chavez’s words to pilgrims from Edmonton at 
the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

in Mexico City, 2014
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the many cities, nations and cultures where Our Lady of Guadalupe has found a strong 
following. Families, workers and world leaders have visited her. Father Chávez spoke of Vice 
President Joe Biden’s visit to Mexico City in May 2012. Biden made a special request to visit 
the basilica. His mother, deceased, had been a great devotee. Kneeling before the image, he 
buried his head in his hands and broke into uncontrollable tears. After several minutes of 
reflection, Biden rose and said, “My only regret is that she’s not here,” Father Chávez recalled. 
Localization of Our Lady: she penetrates hearts near and far 
As the official patroness of the Americas, sanctuaries in her honour are sprinkled from 
Alaska to Argentina. Yet people of different tongues and different times have claimed her as 
their own from France to Mozambique, India to Italy, Vietnam to the highest peak of the 

Himalayas. 

Father Chávez signaled the image’s disparate representations 
worldwide, reflecting a variety of cultures and skin tones. The 
localization of Our Lady of Guadalupe is an extension of what 
Father Chávez calls the “‘inculturation’ of the Gospel”: her ability 
to penetrate hearts near and far, leading them to Scripture in a 
way that speaks to them uniquely and intimately. 
Our Lady of Guadalupe is, at heart, a truly universal mother. Her 
“mestizo” physical features denote a mixture of indigenous, 
Spanish and Arabic (from years of Moorish rule in Spain) and 
other ethnic roots, Father Chávez noted. The word “Guadalupe,” 
Chávez explained, was brought into the Spanish language by 

way of Arabic. 
The tie to indigenous history bears mentioning. Our 
Lady of Guadalupe appeared to Juan Diego 10 years 
after the Spanish conquest, during the Aztec empire: 
Dec. 9-12, 1531. The Aztecs—who had a foothold 
ranging from present-day central Mexico to 

Guatemala, El Salvador and Honduras—practiced human sacrifice ritualistically. Children as 
young as 4 years old were offered by their parents as living sacrifices. In a public ceremony, 
priests would cut open the victims’ chests and pull out their beating heart as an offering to the 
gods to perpetuate the cycle of the sun. 

Juan Diego was of the Tolteca tribe, one of the only monotheistic groups in the region. He 
encountered Our Lady on the hilltop of Tepeyac (giving birth to another of her names, “La 
Virgen de Tepeyac”). Juan Diego had been crying out to God in despair, distraught by his 
uncle’s illness, Father Chávez described. Our Lady addressed him in his native Nahuatl: “I am 
the mother of Netzahualcóyotl (the name his people used to refer to God). I want a sacred 
house to offer my ‘person love.’” 
The “person love,” he explained, is Jesus—the ultimate human sacrifice embodied. 
“It was as though she were saying: the real God is not distant. He has not abandoned you. He 
wants to come live with you,” Father Chávez exclaimed. 
He adds, “It was as though she were saying: no more human sacrifice.” While scholars have 
debated the motives behind the termination of the Aztec sacrifice ritual, Father Chávez and 
many Catholics believe that it was primarily Our Lady of Guadalupe’s message and 
intercession that not only stopped the practice, but also led to the conversion of millions in the 
region and a stronghold of Catholic culture that remains today. 
Her message still rings true, Father Chávez said. The key is to recognize that Our Lady is a 
powerful path to a luminous end. 
COLLEGE PARK—June 2013 

Canadian Missionary Image at the Dec 12 
Feast Day of Our Lady of Guadalupe
St. Joseph’s Basilica, Edmonton, AB

“And the disciple took her into his home.” (John 19: 27)



Popes and Our Lady of Guadalupe 
1557		 	 Archbishop	of	Mexico	canonically	accepts	apparition 
1737		 	 Declared	Patroness	of	Mexico.	Dec	12:	civic	and	holy	da 
1754	 	 Rome	approves	the	OfCice	and	Mass	for	OL	of	G 
1754		 	 Benedict	XIV	issues	Bull	approving	OL	of	G	as	Patroness	of	Mexico 
  “To	no	other	nation	has	such	a	wonder	been	done.” 
1887	 	 Pope	Leo	XIII	orders	crowning	of	sacred	image	
1894	 	 Pope	Leo	XIII	approves	new	OfCice	and	Mass	for	OL	of	G	
1910	 	 Pope	Pius	X	proclaims	OL	of	G	Patroness	of	Latin	America	
1933	 	 Pope	Pius	XI	crowns	OL	of	G	in	Rome	
1945	 	 Pope	Pius	XII	declares	her	Empress	of	all	the	Americas	
1961	 	 Pope	Saint	John	XXIII	uses	new	terms:	Mother	of	the	Americas	and	
	 	 Heavenly	Missionary	of	the	New	World	
1966	 	 Pope	Paul	VI	sent	a	golden	rose	to	Mexico	for	Feast	of	the		 	
	 	 Annunciation	
1979	 	 Pope	Saint	John	Paul	II	visited	Basilica	of	OL	of	G	for	Cirst	time	
1981	 	 Cardinal	Casaroli,	Papal	Legate,	refers	to	the	Basilica	of	OL	of	G	as	the	
	 	 Marian	heart	of	the	Americas	
1990	 	 Pope	Saint	John	Paul	II	visited	Basilica	for	the	second	time,	beatifying	
	 	 Juan	Diego	and	calling	upon	Mary	as	the	Star	of	Evangelization	
1993	 	 Pope	Saint	John	Paul	II	visited	the	Basilica	of	OL	of	G	for	third	time	
1999	 	 Pope	Saint	John	Paul	II	visited	the	Basilica	for	the	fourth	time		
	 	 (Ecclesia	in	America	was	published)		
2002	 	 Pope	Saint	John	Paul	II	returns	a	Cifth	time	to	Mexico	to	canonize	Saint	
	 	 Juan	Diego,	Americas	Cirst	indigenous	saint	
2012	 	 Pope	Benedict	XVI	visited	Mexico	
2016	 	 Pope	Francis	visited	Our	Lady	of	Guadalupe	during	Extraordinary	
	 	 Jubilee	of	Mercy		

Prayer to Our Lady of Guadalupe by Pope Saint John XXIII 

Hail, Mother of the Americas, Heavenly Missionary of the New World!  From the Sanctuary of 
Tepeyac you have been for more than four centuries the Mother and Teacher of the Faith to 

the peoples of the Americas.  Be also our protection and save us, O Immaculate Mary.  Aid our 
rulers; stir up a new zeal in our prelates;  increase the virtues of our clergy;  and preserve 

forever our Faith.  In every home may the holiness of the family flourish, and in the shelter of 
the home may Catholic education, favoured by your own benign glance,  

achieve a wholesome growth. 

October 12, 1961 
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